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Minutes of the

Annual Lighthorne Parish Meeting

held on Wednesday 23" April 2003
in Lighthorne Heath Village Hall at 8pm

Present:

Cllr Mike Rigby (Chairman of Lighthorne Parish Council)
7 members of the public

Apologies:

Cllr Dave Brewin (Lighthorne Parish Council)

Cllr Liz Jones (Lighthorne Parish Council)

Keith Sheppard (Convenor of the Lighthorne Society)

Mrs Sandra Robinson (Clerk to Lighthorne Parish Council)

David Wright (Chair of Lighthorne Village Hall Management Committee)

1. Minutes of the Previous M eeting

Minutes of the Annual Lighthorne Parish Meeting held on 24 April 2002 were circul ated.
Cllr Lou Giblin proposed that they be accepted as atrue record; ClIr Tony Rose seconded
the motion and it was carried nem con.

2. Report on Progresswith the Parish Split

Cllr Rigby circulated copies of the Annual Parish Council Review for 2003 and explained
that the current situation was still as outlined in that document. In summary, Stratford-on-
Avon District Council (SDC) had approved the split and recommended it to the Office of
the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM). The ODPM wished to wait before they reviewed the
recommendation as there is areview of the County of Warwickshirein progress at the
moment. The ODPM had confirmed that they expected to be able to compl ete the review
of both Warwickshire and Lighthorne in time for the necessary Order to be in place for
electionsin 2004. SDC had not yet confirmed that they had no issues with this.

3. The Demand for a Mains Gas Supply

The chairman explained that the Parish Council had received a planning application for a
gas pipeline to be laid from Wellesbourne to the Gaydon site. The Parish Council had
known that this might come and had been told that a survey would be organised to gauge
demand for gas for both Lighthorne and Lighthorne Heath, as it would be possible to
extend the pipeline if demand was high enough. The Parish Council istrying to make the
appropriate contact to ensure that surveys takes place, although there is already
information in positive responses to a question in the Lighthorne Heath village survey.

4. District Council Ward Members' Presentation

Cllrs Lou Giblin & Clive Higgs gave a presentation on the work that they have been doing
in the Kineton Ward. They told the meeting which villages were within the ward,
explaining that Lighthorne was no longer in Harbury ward. They went on to inform the
meeting as to their roles and responsibilities within the District Council and then talked
about some specific areas of activity:
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Parish plans for Kineton, Combrook and Lighthorne Heath;

The Rugby Airport proposal;

Development of the Kineton Fire Station site into accommodation for the elderly;
Lighthorne Heath green spaces, and the shop and surgery issues,
Highways issues at Gaydon;

A possible new Edgehill Battle Museum on a site just outside Kineton;
Targeted surveys of residentsin the Kineton Ward;

Green waste proposals and recycling issues,

Play areasin Kineton and Lighthorne Heath;

Kineton Swimming Pool’ s lack of lifesaving support;

Policing issues.

5. County Council Divison Member’s Presentation

Cllr David Booth explained that his responsibilities within the County Council were
Learning (including Museums and Community Education) and Corporate Services.

Thereis a community worker based in Lighthorne Heath School and thereis also apilot
for acommunity worker working with mothers and toddlers. There are some controversial
issues with some Warwickshire specia schools.

Thereisapilot schemetrying to get local “priority freight routes’” agreed which will be
used by the haulage companies in preference to other county roads. This should allow
further weight limits to be applied in the future without protest from the hauliers.

The policing issues were discussed once again. Police officers should now all have voice-
mail boxes and e-mail addresses, though voice-mail will probably only work if Leek
Wootton istheinitia point of contact.

Cllr Booth discussed issues such as highways and drainage and recommended that the
Parish Council should continue to be pro-active as the Highways department were good at
responding to requests, although the drainage budget was very tight.

An additional £29m went to schools this year, but costs also rose so that schools only saw
about an additional 1%. However, schools where the roll has fallen are having difficulties
with their budget.

An extra £13m went into Socia Services, with the aim of moving from “fire fighting” to
“fire prevention”. Thiswas an area were the County had previously scored badly,
primarily due to lack of resources.

Libraries had lost out in the budget. There are now only 5 mobile libraries rather than 6
(but at least that means that thereisaspare bus...).
6. Other Business

The question of council tax wasraised. It was thought that alocal income tax may be on
the cards as away out of the current crisis, athough the spectre of the Poll Tax still lurks.

ClIr Giblin mentioned that the Lighthorne Heath Village Hall Committee have met with
SDC to look at grants for the Village Hall. They are “thinking big” with abid for
£250,000 towards a full blown community centre. Details of grant contacts were given to
Cllr Tait to be passed to the Lighthorne Village Hall Management Committee.

There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8:55pm.

Signed: ClIr Mike Rigby



